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About the CLA 
 The Country Land and Business Association (CLA) is the membership body 

for owners of land and rural businesses in England and Wales  

 

 CLA members represent around 40% of privately rented property in rural 
areas 

 

 Half of our members own listed property  

 

 

 

 



Issues for off-grid domestic portfolio owners 

 Why is off-gas a challenge 

 Current regulations, Clean growth strategy and MEES trajectory  

 Case study  

 Lessons  

 

 

 



Fuelling uncertainty  



Fuel Type 

Fuel Type Energy efficiency rating Environmental Impact 
Rating 

Energy cost 
over 3 years (£) 

Mains Gas 56 (D) 58 3258 

Oil 43 (E) 43 3,003 

Bulk LPG 30 (F) 54 4494 

Coal 20 (G) 1 6699 

Bottled LPG 18 (G) 54 6354 



Recommended measures 



Issues  

 Reputational issues – rolling exemptions 

 Fuel type and renewables – significant capital expenditure  

 Ability to front load cost cap contributions 

 Is the EPC rating the be all and end all of retrofit?  
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Farm Workers Cottage 

 AHA 
 Employee retired 

 Fire and plug in electric 
heaters 

 Farm tenant letting to new 
employee on AST 2018 

 Triggered EPC and MEES 



Farm Workers Cottage 

 Responsibility with the farm tenant, but wanted to assist him 
through the process. Some aspects could also fall to landlord.  

 Met tenant with EPC assessor and considered:  

 • No gas available 
• Oil / LPG 
• Modern NSH with Economy 7 
• Solar PV 
• Air source heat pump 

• Double glazing 
• Insulation 
• LED lights 
• What would work for the tenant 

 



Farm Workers Cottage G7 – E47  
• LED lights 
• Loft insulation 

to 270mm 
• Air source heat 

pump with new 
wet system 



Farm Workers Cottage 

 Oil combi system = £9,892.60 plus VAT 

 

 Quantum heat pump system = £8,702.50 plus VAT 

 RHI £1,979 pa over 7 years (on total investment of £10,850) 
gave an IRR of 6.5% (18.24% interest) 

 

 Cavity wall insulation – RHI: Ofgem requested as it was 
recommended on the EPC. Independent surveyor agreed not 
recommended.  

 



Points mean prizes! G7 – E47 – C69?  
 LED lights = 1pt  
 Loft insulation 270mm = 4pts  
 Air source and plumbing = 35pts 
 Solar thermal = 2pts 
 PV = 11pts 
 Full double glazing (already 

part) = 1pt 
× Cavity wall insulation = 9pts  
× Floor insulation = 3pts 
× Draught proofing = 1pt 
× Wind turbine = 21pt 

• Oil condensing combi boiler = 
41pts 

• Standard automatically 
controlled NSH on Economy 7 = 
21pts 

• Upgrade NSH in living room to 
high heat retention = 1pt 

• Dual immersion water heater = 
8pts 



Lessons learnt 
 Consider being proactive 

 Engage with any tenant early, can be disruptive and take time 

 Be aware of legal framework and SAP assessment 

 Consider all possibilities 
• Intelligent NSH can work with Economy 7  
• Some options have a surprisingly poor EPC affect 
• Don’t have to do works in all rooms, effective if hit high usage parts of a house 
• Consider more control / different brands 

 Use a good EPC assessor and build a relationship with them 
• Do draft EPCs, discuss the effects options have vs cost, discuss options that are not suitable 

 Effects on older property – lack of airflow, aesthetics 

 Different assessment for commercial vs residential (Co2 vs £) 

 Remember EPCs last 10yrs 

 

 

 

 



16 Belgrave Square  

London SW1X 8PQ 

Tel: 020 7235 0511 

Fax: 020 7235 4696 

Email: mail@cla.org.uk 

www cla org uk 

THANK YOU 
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