
National Trust and MEES 

 
 
 

• Working towards MEES since 
2015 

• 5000 residential let estate, MEES 
applies to roughly half our estate 

• Own internal standards with a 
minimum bronze standard = 
compliance  

• Most properties are off mains gas 
• Approximately 500 properties 

affected by backstop date 
• Huge investment to understand 

and manage 
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Why do we have this problem? 

 
 
 

Challenges in Selecting Measures 
 
• Difficulty in identifying the range 

of energy measures and what 
SAP score they give.  

• Over reliance on DEA’s who have 
limited knowledge of detailed 
energy measures, buildings and 
practicality/cost.   

• Some properties have not been 
able to allocate sufficient 
funds/staff  to address the 
challenge. 
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Why do we have this problem? 

 
 
 

Internal Challenges 
 
• A lack of appreciation 

historically that this is a 
compliance issue.   

• A lack of awareness and 
understanding of MEES 

• Trust policy to get properties 
off oil has been a challenge – 
in some cases cost effective 
replacement systems (e.g. 
LPG) have caused EPC 
scores to drop. 



Why do we have this problem? 

 
 
 

External Challenges 
 
• Legislation is complicated 

with conflicting guidance 
• Limitations in RdSAP 

methodology (basis of 
EPC’s) can give 
inconsistencies in EPC’s. 

• DEA’s tend to be 
independent workers and 
vary in their 
professionalism.  



How do we address this? 

1. Help NT personnel identify the range of EPC 
measures and potential cost/benefits of each more 
easily. 
  



How do we address this? 

2. Improve guidance on what the NT deems reasonable 
in relation to cost, use of oil systems, and managing 
impact on sensitive and listed building. 
 



How do we address this? 

3. Identify when Listed Buildings can be excluded 
from MEES and how this can be done. 



Other questions & issues 
along the way 
 
 
 
 

• Conflicting government advice across EPC 
and PRS legislation  

• Lots of questions re EPCs: 
• Voluntary EPCs 
• EPCs when they expire 
• Sub-let cottages 
• Staff/key rep accommodation 
• Farm tenancies 
• Full repair leases 
• How to evidence listed buildings?  



Other questions & issues 
along the way 
 
 
 
 

• Change in exemptions and planning for the ‘interim 
period’ 

• Ensuring data (EPC/exemptions) are stored correctly 
and notifications are done for when exemption expires 

• Backstop properties – how to fund work and how to 
work with tenants  

• Longer void times between lettings 
• How to integrate with other programmes of work taking 

place 
• Non-domestic legislation 
 
And of course what about Band C by 2030 and the changing 
government policy..? 
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