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The 25 Year Environment Plan is launched

A cleaner
greener

Britain

“The environment is something personal to each of us, but it
IS also something which collectively we hold in trust for the
next generation. And we have a responsibility to protect and
enhance it”

Theresa May, 11 January 2018



25 Year Environment Plan sits alongside the
Industrial Strategy and Clean Growth Strategy

4t

HM Government

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to
Improve the Environment
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The journey here

UK National Ecosystem As

Synthesis of the Ke|

The National Ecosystem
Assessment (2011)

The Natural Environment
White Paper (2011)

The Natural Capital
Committee’s third State of
Natural Capital report
(2015)

“...we pledge to be the first
generation to leave the
environment in a better
state than we inherited it.
That is why we shall
produce a comprehensive
25 Year Environment Plan
that will chart how we will
improve our environment”
(2017)

The 25 Year Environment
Plan (2018)



Our 25-year goals

We will achieve: We will manage pressures on the environment by:
e Clean air e Mitigating and adapting to climate change
e Clean and plentiful water e Minimising waste
e Thriving plants and wildlife e Managing exposure to chemicals

e Reduced risk of harm from environmental hazards

Enhancing biosecurit
such as flooding and drought : g ot S

¢ Using resources from nature more sustainably and
efficiently

« Enhanced beauty, heritage and engagement with the
natural environment

Our policies will focus on:

Using and managing land sustainably e Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and
waste

Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of

landscapes e Securing clean, productive and biologically diverse seas and
oceans

Connecting people with the environment to improve
health and wellbeing e Protecting and improving the global environment



The plan Iin

Chapter 1: Using and managing land sustainably
1. Embed.

cludes over 200 actions

4_Focmsing on it: many b

| 5. Greening our towas and cities

b devel HarthernFarert

| Develaping plinz ta reduce the risk from all high pririty pathuays For invazive non-uatits speciss

onmental et gain® priaciple for d
rastructure

including

housing and
TMaking sure thak existing requirements for net gain for biediverzity in national planning palicy are
strengthened, including consuling on whether they zhoald be mandated alongside any ezemptions that
map be necessary,

“warhing with interezted partics b reduce costz e developers by wxpanding the net gain ippreachss
uzed For wildlife to alzo include wider natural capital benefits such as flood protection, recreation al\d
improved water and air quality - streamlining environmental process, whilst achicving net

introduction inte Englund,
Wwarking with partners ko raice swarenees of invzive nonnative cpecies and the need For chrang
biasacurity.

Maintaining an alert system ta detact high priority invazive nonnative specics and implement
contingency plans to rapidly eradicate them where feasible.

Enguging with induztry 3 we develop proposals to drive impravements in animal health. W' will work
with the devolved sdministrations and stakeholders to develap policies.

Publizhing 5 Tres Health Resilisnce Plan luter in 2015 ko protect against tras pest and diseazes and

’w'orklng with landawners, Farmers, hey skaheholderz and local peaple to identify and target areas most
suitable For and likely to benefit most from woodland creation.

Fupperting Community Forests o that they can play 2 leading rale in urban tree planting, both as part
of the Northern Forest and in wider partnerships to bring trees and green infraztructure b bowns and
cities acrozz England.

Fromoting the Marthern Forest as 3 key contributor to the Morthern Powerhouse' initiative.

ii. Fuppartinglargarscale unadland zreation

quinz.
“orking with interested parties ta improve and expand the range of tools and guidance that support
biodiversity net gain approaches, including through the Future incorporation of natural capital measures.
“working with MHCLG and development professionals to cxplore ways in which dezign can contribute
to enviranmental improvements, leading ko better places in which to live and work and 3 reduced
enviranmental Footprint.

Froducing stranger new standards for green infractructure.

Exploring ways in which national zpatial data and strategies could support and impravs the benefits
achicved through ensironmental net gain.

Exploring the patential for district protected species licenzing to be expanded and include more
spucies, delivering better outcomes For wildiiFe ind a mere streamlined process for development.
Exploring, through ongaing MHCLG-led reforms of develaper contributionsz, hew tariffz could be used
ta sheer developmant towards the leazt environmentally damaging sreaz and to secure investment in
natural capital.

Ditermining sppropriate locations o pilot a revelving lnd bank For rural arcas.

2. Inproving bow we masage snd incestirize land masagement

Diesigning 3 new woodland creation grant scheme, invalving landownerz, Farmers and key Forestry
stakeholders in the procesz. e wank landowners o plant krees on their marginal land, while
encourging agraforestry.

Exploring how this new grant zcheme could specifically incentivize lar ger zcals afforestation to meat
carbon goals and wider cnvironmental benefits at 3 landzeape scale.

imprawve resilience of trees bo withstand threats.

Warking with industry to place bissecurity ot the contrs of buying practices - induding encouraging the
development of 3 biozecure supply chain far woodknd creation.

2. Conserving and cabancing natural beauty

i H. | Farkr and Are. H. 1E:

i, Groating mare aroen infrarkruzkurs

Fupparting the Parkz Action Group inits wark to help England’s public parks and green spaces meet
the neads of communitis natw and in the Future.

Continuing our ground-breaking work with Exeter Univarsity to update the world-leading Outdoor
Recraation Yalustion Tool [ORYsI) in 2015,

Extablizhing 3 crocs-gavarnment projoct, led by Matural England, that ravisws and updates &
standards for groen infrastructurs by summer 2013

Supparting Local Authoritics to aszess green infrastructure provision against these new standords.
arking with the Miniztry of Houzing, C: and Lacal t see how our

o green infratructurs can be incorparated into national planning guidance and policy.

i Flantin mare roer in and araund aur kauns and sitier

Continuing to work with stakcholders to develop and implement 2 programme t plant one million trees

ng

“ith BEIT and MHCLG, working with stakeholders and the Cumbria catchment pienecr, engaging with
Lecal Enterprise Parknerships to identify zuitable areaz For large scale woodland creation, and
promoting Forestry Investment Zones to attract community, commercial and landotwner investors.
“orking with our partners ta develop new public/private partnership models of investment for research
into the healthy environment, including For research on plant and tree health.

Commizsioning a 212t Century ‘Hobhouze’ Fetisw of Mational Parks and ACNES.
wharking with National Park Autherities to continue to deliver the 3-Paint Plan for National Parks 2016-
2020, National Park Authoritier have alrcady met the target bo sngags dirsctly with ovar 60,000 young
people a paar in schoals' vizits, and will doubls this figure.

Working with Nationsl Park Authoritics snd ACNE Partnerships nd Genservation Baards to deliver
enviranmental snhancement, including through demanstrator projects, and cngaging with

in England's tawns and by 2022
|| orking with stakeholders to devclop an implement 5 manus For local suthorities snd ather urban tree-
planting to shaps their and practices for urban trees,

Intraduce new requirements b enzure councils proparly consultif they are considering remoting strect
krees,
4. Making 2019 2 Year of Action for the <

impravs th

“orking with induztry and suppaerting Grown in Britain to increase home grown timber uzed in Englnd
in canstruction.

. PP
“orking with the Tree Champion and the For estry Commission ta design and develop 3 Future grant
scheme aimed at larger seale affarestation to meet carbon reduction goals and wider envirenmental

thraugh their SAatutor) minagement plans.
Identifying opp far in all of England’z 153 Mational Character
Arcaz and manitoring indicators of our lindzcape's character and quality to improve landzcapes for
people, places and nature
3. Respecting mature in how we use water

3 anakional Tres Champian

I partnership with Step Up to Serve, supporting the 2013 Hiwil environment-themed year, with dezign
input from young people.
Evaluating progress in increasing young people's enviranmental social action, including #iwill campaign
activity in 2013, and sharing leszons to sustain geod practice.
At the same time, axploring with youth sector partners the potential For pilating 2 natural environment

| [ Proaramme with pourh groups that encourages use of narural svviranments through sochl action. Thiz

+would aim to reach more young peopls from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Workmg with land managerz and others to consider the 1ol of @ new enviranmental land management
schema that encourages broad p and secures li

Fetaiing ane further inproving trgeted support for mers compler enviranmental inprovements,
backed up by specialict advice.

Exploring new and innovative Funding and delivery 23 part of 2 new I land

benefits. - Fofarminamur appiaach basater abrtraztion
#zhing the Tree Champion to draw on the Mackinnen review of forestry in Seotiand, Wlaking urs that saker campanies take 3 lsoding roks in addreszi ivable ab az part of
5. Reducing ricks from flooding and coastal erosion the Water Industry National Environment Programme, dus in March 2015,

Riequlating all significant sbstractions that have been historically exempt to make sure that they also
play 3 part in protecting the water enviranment by 2022,

Updating ten botraction lizanzing strategies by 2021 and ll ramaining strategies by 2027 to capturs
| agreed solutions to environmental pressures in h

Learning from the £15m Natural Flood Management funding t develop our knowledge, identifying and
promating practical salutions far local implementation.

i, Fukking in plaze marerurkainable drain ageryrteme

F S g L LR e s
Dirawing togather targeted activities to maka it casier For peopls to get involved in improving the
natural warld and spread the ward about snvironmental issues.
“orking with partnerz From the busings and voluntary sectors to make these activities happen.
Feoping out an eridence-based behaviour change stratagy to enable further actions by individualz,

management zystem, These may include private pagments Far eco-system services, reverse auctions and
conzervation covenants.

rtraducing neu Farming rular far uator

Enfarcing regulations for new Farming rules For water from April 2015,
Peiewing the progress of the new rules after three years.

Warkir with Farmerr tore Fertiliers sFfziantly

Putting in pluce a robust framewark b fmit inputs of nitregen-rich Fertilizerz zuch 2z manures, zlurries
and chemicalz b economically sfficient levels, ind make sure they are stored and applied safely.
Intraducing clear rulez, advice and, if appropriate, financial support

“orking with industry b encourage the use of lowemiszions Fertilizer, and reviewing the levels of take-
up uzng ot From the Biish Fatilizar Practics Survsy.

P hile reduzinath T

particidar

Amending Flanning Practice Guidance ta clarify and angoing for uster offisiensy andlosr perranalure

arr

communities, busingzses and govemment beyond 2013.

Congulting in 2013 on  Mational Palicy Statement for watar rezources that will streamline the planning
pracess For new large infrastructure schemes, leading o net enviranmental bancfits, as set aut in the
Industrial Strategy.

Wwarking with the water industry and itz five-pear business planning cycles to make sure it puts in place
leng-term strategics bo increass resilisnce, and manage supply and demand [For Further detailz, pleaze

] zeeour strategic steer o Ofwat]

Warking with the induztry and the aroup led by the NGO Waterwize ta imprave water efficiency and
customer involvement ta sxplors the impact of intraducing new water afficiancy measures.

ZuDE in new developments, tightening links with planning guidsnce For water quality and bicdiversity.
Considering changes to the Mational Planning Palicy Framewsrk and Building Pregulations in the langer
term b encourage SuDE
Impr aving existing arrangements For managing surface water Flooding, and the outcomes delivered by
Lead Local Flood Authoritics and other rizk including water companies

- Making at-rirk’ propertios mars resilint ta Floading
Supporting an industry-owned volunkary code of practice to promote consumer and buziness
confidence in measures to reduce the impact of floeding on buildings, and on those whe live and work in
Chapter 2: Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes

. Protecting and recovering matare

Taking forward measures that will make significant water savings where practical and cost effective ko
do so.
| s will warks with inductry ko detsrming spprapriste bargats Far parzonsl watar sonzumption snd the

Fublihing arkrateay Far nakurs

Ensuring that the regulation of pesticides continues to develop with scientific knowledge and i robust
and fit Far putpass, 50 95 be protect peaple and the environment, e will mainkain thiz direction after
citineg the ELJ,

Putting Integrated Pest Management (IPR) st the heart of o holiztic spproach, by developing and
implementing policies that encourage and suppart sustainable crop protection with the minimum use of
pesti
Rievicwing the LK National Action Plan for the Sustainable Use of Pesticides in 2013,

Supporting further restrictions on neonicatingid pesticides, in line with scientific evidence, Any
continuing uze should be limited and permitted only where the enviranmental rizks are shown to be very
law.

3. Improving oil health and restoring and protecting onr peatiands

i. Douel

ides.

ing bottor infarmation an-rail health

farking with the induztry to update the 2001 quidance on crap cztablizhment and optimal filluge
Ditra will invest st leazt £200,000 ta help develop zoil health metrics and test them on farms acrass the
country.

ot il investigate the patantial for rezearch and monitaring to give uz a chearer picturs of how sail

health supports our wider enviranment goals.

Announcement of succezoful bids for the peatlind grant scheme in February 2018, with Funding made
arailable in April

Fublizhing an England Peat Strateqy in late 2015,

Cntinuing to jointly Fand rezearch with the industry ke avercome the barricrs o peat replicement in
commercial horticultare. This will report in 2020

Cantinuing to support the industry az it puts the Frezpansible Sourcing Scheme for Growing Media inte
practice.

meazsures necded to achices them.
Chapter 3: Connecting people with the environment to improve health

calth aud wellbeing by acing grees spaces

“arking with cur partners b learn lezsons from the cxisting strakeqy, Biodiversity 2020, in developing
our new strakegy.

Dewelaping 2 Hakurs Fiocvers Hetuark

Chap(el 4-

resource and minimisil

impacts at cad of

Publizhing 5 new Frazaurzes and Wasts strteay n 2015 aimed 3 mahing the UK » warld leader in
resurce efficiency. It wil sat out aur approuch te reducing waste, promating markets for sscondary
materials, incentivizing producers to design better products and hetw we can better manage materials at
the end of life by targeting snvironmental impacts.

- Aichisving zora avaidablop|atis warts by the e of 2042

Publizhing a new Resources and waste strategy in 2015 aimed at making the UK 3 world leader in
rascurcs efficiensy. It will 2ok cub sur sppreach ke redusing waste, prometing marksts For secondary

g preducers te decign better producks and hew we can batber manags materisls 3t
the end of life by targeting environmental impacts.

1. &t the production stage, we will encaurage producers ta take mare razpanaibility for the
anvironmental impacts of their products and rationalise the mumber of difforent types of plastic in use
“arking with induztry to rationalise packaging formats and matarials formats ta maks sure that mare
Plastics can be eazily recycled and the quality of collected recycled plastics is improved

Feforming eur Preducer Respansibility systems [including packaging waste regulationz] ta incentivise

Investigating hows we roll out 3 Mature Recovery Network which will provide an additional 500,000

hectares of wildlife habitat building on other planz for lindscape-seale recovery For peatland,
diands and natural flood

Considering how land: I of wildFlowerrich grazzland, meadows and heathlands et

could be part of the Hatur: Racavery Netiark ta provids bettar access for people alongside improved Developlng standardised tools

habitat For pollinating inzects.

Cansidering delivery options for the Naturs Fiacavery Metwark aver the next bwa years,

Conzidering how NHE mental health praviders in England could work with environmental voluntary
sectar organisations ta offer mental health therapies.
Sharing lezsans learned from existing social prescribing programmes widely 5o others can adapt best

far survice providers to suppart the roll-aut of social prezaribing
across England. e will do thiz by secd-funding 3 project, led by The Canservation Yalunteers and

s we develop | supported by NHE Englund.

produzers to tubs grestar rezpensibility For the snvitonmental impacts of their products, This will
include exploring extending producer tesponsibility requirements ko plastic products not currently
cavered by our axisting regimes ta create  better market For recyded plastic

Building on sur microbeads ban by axploring whether we can ban other problematic materials where
suitable alternatives cxizt,

Analysiz by Innovate UK shaws that we have invested approximately £54m of public research and
money on plastics innowation in the past seven years buk we must accelerate the pace of

|| rescarch to ensure = higher proportion of plastic iz reuzable, recyclable and recycled and that Brit;

and pilat our new and system and i the uze of ther new and Tlking thraugh th ]
innavative funding mechanizms. ishing 2 alliance on and health to design and averses the Natural
Evsusting the wider ccanemic ind sodhl beneits a2 we develop th netwerk. Environment For Health and Wellbeing' programme.

i T T s | Supporting the alliance to review evidence, develop tools and support lacal suthorities, commi

and professionals.
2. Encouraging

i-Helping primaryrehank createnakura-friendly raundr

Dcvcloping and canzulting in 201313 an 3 cods and bast practics guidancs for awzeeaing the merits

and rigks of species reintroduction projects, taking account of their contribution to global and and out of school

dres to be close to matwre,

companics ars ak the Forcfront in developing thiz kachnology - o key ambition of the Clean Growth
Grand Challenge. w'e will therefare wark with BEIS, Innovate UK, Research Councils and industry ta
bring forward 3 bid far the next round of Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund swards later in 2013 to
hlp develop 3 pipalin of new, more sustainable mateiss that will v 3 lowst anironmental inpact.
lopment of bia-bazed, biodegradable and I dly plastic thiough
|| the Bigecanomy Strategy.

domestic conservation prioritics, community engagement and wider social and economic impacts.

Publizhing the code and quidince ta sit alongside sxisting international guidelines b inform future Deseloping 3 Nature Friendly Schools programme for cchaols in our mast disadvantaged areas with

2. Ak the consumption stage, we will reduce the amount of plastic in circulation through reducing
demand for single-use plastic by:

input fram that can be opened to schosls from autumn 2015

funding and consenting decizions on reintroduction projects.

| | Remeving all conzumer single uze plastics from the contral government estats offices.

singth demand and potentil
and ather envi

Developing 3 p to cuppart zchaels and Pupil Fisferral Unitz in our most disadvantaged areas
progressive programmes of nabure contact for their pupils, which can be opened to

Fallowing the Luw Commizsion report inka conservation covenants, 1ssess N
schoals from autumn 2013,

Far theze ta secure lang-term bencfits from i in nature
outcomes, 55 well a2 the need for safequards S Suppaorting the expansion of school outreach activities delivered by community Forests.,

“working with land 3 greups and ather wee will review and take Forward | gypporting a national expansion of care Farming by 2022, trebling the number of places to 1.3m per
the Law Commizsion's propasals for a statutary scheme of conzervation covenants in England. year For children and adultz in England.

Extending uptake of the highly successful Sp plastic bag charge te small retailers, explaring whether
compulzory aptions are needed if roluntary agresments prove incFlective.

Fupparting water companics, high street ratailers, coffee shops and transpart hubs ko offer new refill
points for peopls ta top-up water battles For fras in every major <ity and tawn in England. The water
induztry plans to create u nationwida netwark of rafil pointz, and an app ko help peopls find the nearest
place vo refill their boteles with water free of charge.



Some key commitments in the plan

STRATEGIES

Flood and Coastal Risk
Strategy 2019

Nature Strategy
England Peat Strategy 2018

Review of National Parks and
AONBs

Resources & Waste
Strategy 2018

Clean Air Strategy

Chemicals Strategy

National Adaptation
Programme

POLICIES

Net environmental gain for
development, including
housing and infrastructure

A new Northern Forest and a
programme to plant one
million trees in England’s
towns and cities by 2022

New environmental land
management system

New farming rules for water

National Policy Statement for
water resources

Nature Recovery Network
Abstraction reform

Make 2019 year of
environmental action

Natural Environment Impact
Fund

The 25 Year Environment Plan

New independent body

Environmental principles to

underpin policy

Green Business Council
ioneers

P
Strengthen local leadership
and governance (towards
system operator)

Q. Area Integrated Plans and
= natural capital approaches

Metrics and environmental
reporting, including 2"
National Ecosystem
Assessment 2022

Refresh plan at least every 5
years

OVERSIGHT AND
LENMENTATION




Biodiversity - Key Areas of the 25 YEP
25YEP Chapter __ [Policy group /sub-theme _[Policyheading |

1. Use and manage 1.1 Embed environmental I. Embed net gain
land sustainably net gain
1.3 Improve soil health I. Develop better information on soil
health
ii. Restoring vulnerable peatlands
1.5 Reduce flood risk and I. Expand use of natural flood
coastal erosion management solutions
2. Recover nature and | 2.1 Nature recovery I. Publishing a strategy for nature
enhance landscapes ii. Develop a Nature Recovery
Network

lii. Opportunities for the reintroduction
of native species

v. Improving biosecurity to protect
and conserve nature

5. Secure, clean, 5.2 Achieving good ii. Putting in place the remaining
healthy, productive environmental status of our | marine plans for England.

and biologically seas whilst allowing marine | iii. Consulting on the third tranche of
diverse oceans industries to thrive Marine Conservation Zones

6. Protect and ii. Protecting and improving

improve the global international biodiversity

environment




