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The 25 Year Environment Plan is launched 

“The environment is something personal to each of us, 

but it is also something which collectively we hold in trust 

for the next generation. And we have a responsibility to 

protect and enhance it” 

 

Theresa May, 11 January 2018 
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25 Year Environment Plan sits alongside the 
Industrial Strategy and Clean Growth Strategy 



• The National Ecosystem 
Assessment (2011) 

• The Natural Environment 
White Paper (2011) 

• The Natural Capital 
Committee’s third State of 
Natural Capital report 
(2015) 

• “…we pledge to be the first 
generation to leave the 
environment in a better 
state than we inherited it. 
That is why we shall 
produce a comprehensive 
25 Year Environment Plan 
that will chart how we will 
improve our environment” 
(2017) 

• The 25 Year Environment 
Plan (2018) 

 

 

 

 

The journey here 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 25-year goals 

Our policies will focus on: 

 Using and managing land sustainably 

 Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of 

landscapes 

 Connecting people with the environment to improve 

health and wellbeing 

 

We will achieve: 

 Clean air 

 

 Clean and plentiful water 

 Thriving plants and wildlife 

 Reduced risk of harm from environmental hazards 

such as flooding and drought 

 Using resources from nature more sustainably and 

efficiently 

 Enhanced beauty, heritage and engagement with the 

natural environment 

 

 

We will manage pressures on the environment by: 

 Mitigating and adapting to climate change 

 

 Minimising waste 

 

 Managing exposure to chemicals 

 

 Enhancing biosecurity 

 Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and 

waste 

 Securing clean, productive and biologically diverse seas and 

oceans 

 Protecting and improving the global environment 

 



The plan includes over 200 actions 



Some key commitments in the plan 
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Flood and Coastal Risk 
Strategy 2019 

Nature Strategy 

England Peat Strategy 2018 

Review of National Parks and 
AONBs 

Resources & Waste 

Strategy 2018 

Clean Air Strategy 

Chemicals Strategy 

National Adaptation 
Programme 
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Net environmental gain for 
development, including 
housing and infrastructure 

A new Northern Forest and a 
programme to plant one 
million trees in England’s 
towns and cities by 2022 

New environmental land 
management system 

New farming rules for water 

National Policy Statement for 
water resources 

Nature Recovery Network 

Abstraction reform 

Make 2019 year of 
environmental action 

Natural Environment Impact 
Fund 
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New independent body 

Environmental principles to 
underpin policy 

Green Business Council 

Pioneers 

Strengthen local leadership 
and governance (towards 
system operator) 

Area Integrated Plans and 
natural capital approaches 

Metrics and environmental 
reporting, including 2nd 
National Ecosystem 
Assessment 2022 

Refresh plan at least every 5 
years 

 

 



Biodiversity - Key Areas of the 25 YEP 

25 YEP Chapter Policy group / sub-theme Policy heading 

1. Use and manage 

land sustainably 

1.1 Embed environmental 

net gain 

i. Embed net gain 

1.3 Improve soil health i. Develop better information on soil 

health 

ii. Restoring vulnerable peatlands 

1.5 Reduce flood risk and 

coastal erosion 

i.  Expand use of natural flood 

management solutions 

2. Recover nature and 

enhance landscapes 

2.1 Nature recovery i.  Publishing a strategy for nature 

ii. Develop a Nature Recovery 

Network 

iii. Opportunities for the reintroduction 

of native species 

v. Improving biosecurity to protect 

and conserve nature 

5. Secure, clean, 

healthy, productive 

and biologically 

diverse oceans 

5.2 Achieving good 

environmental status of our 

seas whilst allowing marine 

industries to thrive 

ii. Putting in place the remaining 

marine plans for England. 

iii. Consulting on the third tranche of 

Marine Conservation Zones  

6. Protect and 

improve the global 

environment 

ii. Protecting and improving 

international biodiversity 


